THE 








. eee oe eeeeenee 
ee ee = = — 





VoLUuME 1.) 





_—_- a 
== SS ——— 


RICHMOND, Va. 


A 
-————e - ee  S e ae 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


in the narrative published last week, 
jotice was taken of a remarkable revi- 
val of religion among the students in the 
College of New Jersey. ‘The following 
very interesting and satisfactory report, 
relative to that subject, was drawn up by 
the Rev. Doctor Green, President of the 
College, and published by order of the 
board of ‘Trustees. 

It is no novelty for religion to prevail 
in the seats of science. Sound learning, 
and true philosophy so far from indigpo- 
sing their votaries for the duties and ex- 
ercises of piety, have a happy influence 
at least in preparing the heart to receive 
the impressions which divine truth is 
calculated to make. Of this, many il- 
lustrious examples might be produced, if 
this were the proper place for it; on 
some other occasion we may gratify our 
readers by ample evidence on this sub- 
ject. 


A Report to the Trustees of the College 
of New-Jersey, relative to a revival 
of religion among the students of said 
Colleze in the winter and spring of the 
year 1815. 

VXTRACT FROM THE ADVERTISEMENT 
PREFIXED TO DR.GREEN’S REPORT. 


“It has for some time been the prac- 
tice of the president of the college of 
New Jersey to make a written report to 
the board of trustees, at each of their 
semi-annual meetings, on the state of the 
college. The following statement made 
a part of such a report, without any ex- 
pectation, when it was drawn up, that it 
would ever be made public. If it had 
been originally intended for publication, 
the form and manner of it would certajn- 
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ly have been somewhat different ; though 
perhaps not more satisfactory to those 
whoare desirous to be aequainted with 
a plain account of facts. A few short 
votes have been added, explanatory ot 
circumstances known to the board, but 
of which it appeared necessary to give 
some information to the public.” 


-“——-—-s 


REPORT OF A REVIVAL OF RELIGION, &c, 

Ow this subject Ihave thought it my 
duty to make a correct, though it must 
be a very summary, statement to the 
board; both because the subject is im- 
portant and interesting in itself, and be- 
cause imperfect and erroneous accounts 
respecting it have been circulated. ° 

For uearly a year past—that is, since 
the commencement of the last summer 
session—a very large proportion of the 
students have eteused on al! the retici- 
ous exercises and instructions of the col- 
lece with more than ordinary serious. 
ness; and the minds of some of them. ag 
now appears, were ripening, through this 
whole period, for what has since taken 
place. ‘There was nothing more appa- 
rent, however, for six weeks after the 
commencement of the present session,* 
than an increase of this serious attention 
to the religious duties of college ; an in- 
crease bot! of the degree of serivusness, 
and of the number of those in whom it 
was visible. Every religious service, 
both on secular days and on the sabbath, 
was attended with a solemnity which 





* The winter session of the college com- 
mences six weeks after the last Wednesday of 
September, and continues tul the first Thurss 
day,after the second Tuesday of April. The 
summer session Commences four weeks afier 
the last mentioned period, and continues ull 
the last Wedneslay of September, which is 
the day of the avousl commencement. 
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Was sensible and impressive. In this 
manner the revival commenced, er ra- 
ther becaine apparent, in the second 
week of January. without any wausual 
occurrence in providence :—without any 
alarmingevent. withoutany extraordinary 
preaching, Without any special instructi- 
on, or other means that might be supposed 
peculiarly = to interest the mind. 
The divine influence seemed to descend 
like the silent. dew of heaven ; and in 
about four weeks there were very few 
individuals in the college edifice who 


were not dee eply i impre -ssed witha sense of 


the importance of + ge and eternal 
things. There was scartely a room— 
perhaps not one- ahich was not a place 
ef earnest secret devotion. Fora time, 
it appeared as if the whole of our charge 
was pressing into the kingdom of God ; 
so that at lengt) the enquiry in regard 
to them, was, not wlio was engaged about 
religion ? but who was not ?-—After this 
state of things had continued, without 
much variation, for about two months, it 
became manifest that a change was ta- 
king place. Some were becoming con- 
found in the hopes and habits of evan- 
gelic al piety : : some were yet serous. 
thoughtful and prayerful, though per- 
haps not in so great a degree, or at least 
not soapparentiy, as once they liad been; 
while s#ne were plainly losing the im- 
pressions which they had lately feit.— 
And such has continued to. be the state 
of this interesting concern to the time of 
making this report. The result is, that 
there are somewhat more than forty stu- 
dents, in regard to whom, so far as. the 
time elapsed will permitus to judge, fa- 
vorable hopes may be entert: ‘ined that 
they have been made the subjects of re- 
newing grace. Perhaps there are twelve 
or fifteen more, who still retain such pro- 
mising impressions of religion as to au- 
thorize a hope that the issue, in regard 
to most of them, may a favorable. And 
nearly the whole of the remainder show 
a great readiness to attend to all the so- 
cial exercises of religion: not only on 
those which are stated and customary, 
but these which are occasional, and the 
attendance on which is entirely volun- 
tary. Thus. of the students who are 


now in the college, a majovity* may be 
_-— 


°T he whole number of students in the clas- 





viewed as hopeful iy pious: and @ large 
proportion of the residue appear te pos 
sess much tenderness of cunselenee, ond 
show a very desirable reyard to religious 
duties and ‘obligations. 


It has already been intimated that this 
revival of reli cion commenced without 
noise, avd without any other means than 
those which had been a considerable 
time inuse. ut having thought it my 
duiv to converse v ith miv pup iis, as of 
ten as they requested if, at the time when 
their minds were fil le d with anvious fears 
aud inquiries ; and also to examine them 
individually and carefully, since hope 
has, in some measure, succeeded to fear; 
Lhave had a favorable oppor ‘tunity to 
inquire, and have attentively inquired, 
after the instrumental causes of this re 
vival, as indicated by the views and feel- 
ings of the parties concerned. Fow 


such causes ap pear to have had a mani- 
fest ayency— 
And chiefiy, the study ef the Holy 


Pr ail ed accompanied with com- 
metits on the portion read, and a practi- 
cal application of the leading truths 
contained in if. God has remarkably 
honored and blessed his own w ord. —- 
Strange as it may seem, this study of the 
Bible has always been a faverite one 
ainei.:; the youth of the college, net 
excepting the most gay and dis sipa- 
ted. Pains have, indeed, been taken 
to render it interesting: but the des 
gree in which it has been so, has been 
truly surprising. And, under the di- 
vine blessing, it has served to enlighten 


ses of the college is one hundred and a Bre of 


whom tweive were professors ot rely 
the revival began. 


sion when 


* For more than two years, the Holy Scrip- 
tures had been made the subject of as regular 
study and examination as the classics, the 
mathematics, or philosophy. The afiernoon 
of the Lord’s day was appropria:ed uniformly 
to the recitation of a certain number of the 
students, taken promiscuously (for ail werc 
required to be prepared) on five ch apters of 
the Bible, assigned to them the preceding 
week, The recitation Was always accomp:- 
nied with expos.tions, critical remarks, and a 
practical appl.cation. The exercise was con- 
cluded with prayer and sing ng, and was con- 
sidered as the afternoon religious service of 
the college. In the morning, public worship 
in the usual form was celebrated. 
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ni instruct the v: ith in theic duty 3 it 
has pec beeee their minds selemn and 
tender, bevend wi hat they were them- 
selves aware of at the time: it kas given 
them a deep reverence for the truths of 
divine revelation,*® it has qualified them 
to hear preaching with advantage ; and 
at leneth revealed truth has, we trust. 
been powerfully and efleetuaily applied 
to their cousciences, by the Spuit by 
whom it was endited, 

The circumstances in which the 
students have lately attended on public 
worship have been peculiarly favorable 
to their religious improve meat. They 
have wors! nipped, in consequence of tlie 
burning of the church in this place, in 
the prayer hail of the college, for more 
than two years past. For about eigh- 

een montis they have worshipped sepa- 
rately from the people of the town 3 and 
have, with the theologi rical st tedents. who 
joined them partially at first and gene- 
rally of late, formed an audience or con- 
gregation by themselves. “Vhis has giv- 
eu an opportunity, which has been care- 
fully improved, to choose such subjects 
and adopt such a manner, in preaching 
to them, as acpeaced best calculated to 
arrest their attention. Appropriate ad- 
dresses have frequently been made, and 
the service has, in all respects, been con- 
ducted witha special view to their ad- 
vantage and religious edification. In 
these cire umstances they have felt an 
unusual interest in the solemnities of the 
sauctuary—-they have felt that they were 
the parties directly and particularly con- 
cerned in these solemnities; and the 
good effects of this sentiment have been 
incaleulably creat, and were very ap- 

arent before the revival was visible.— 
fh a word, this mode of conducting pub- 
hie worship must be considered as 3 
ing been a powerful instrumental cause, 
both in producing an awakened attenti- 
on to religion at first, and in cherishing 
it through the whole of its progress. 

S. The effect of moral discipline has 
been manifestly favorable to this revival. 





* In the month of February 1813, a Bible 
Society was instituted in the college, compo- 
sed of the literary and theological students 
indiscrimidately. It has been very active in 
distributing Bibles gratuitously, especially to 
the soldiers and sailors of our country. 
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This discipline, vigerut usiy and vigilant. 
ly maintamed, has preserve d the youth, 
generally, from those practices ss habits and 
vicious indulgences, which counteraet, 

dissipate, and “de ‘stroy ail serious and res 
ligious topressions. It has had an in- 


flue nee in preventing that hardness of 


heart and insensibility of conseience, 
which are the natural and usual effects 
of unrestrained vice. it has formed a 
practical testimony against the moral 
vileness of several things which youth 
are apt to consider, if not as entirely in- 
nocent, yet, as evidences of manliness 
and spirit. Alter many ellorts to resist 
these effects of discipline, by the least 
virtuous part of the college, the attem 
was seen to be vain; and it was ayo 
perceived that the effects mentioned 


were sensibly felt, by the great mass of 


the students, before the revival. It was 
also very noticeable that the revival made 
its appearance with an act of discipline. 
A student (one of three disinissed at the 
same time) was almost immediately seiz- 
ed with remorse of conscience and an- 
guish of mind that were very aflecting— 
He has since become hopefully pious.— 
But before any thing of this was known 
in the college, the remarks which -were 
made when the dismission of the three 
students was announced, seemed to pro- 
duce a powerful effect on a number ; and 
during that week, feelings and exercises 
which had, in a certain degr ee, long ex- 
isted in secret, could no fonger be con- 
cealed.—Nearly at the same time, an 
admonition, given in private, was re- 
markably blessed to the individual con- 
cerned. 

4. The few pi: ous youth who were mem- 
bers of college before the revival, were 
happily instramental in promoting it.— 
They had, for wore than a year, been 
earnestly ‘engaged in prayer for this 
event. When they perceiv ed the gene- 
ral and increasing seriousness which has 
been noticed, several of them made an 
agreement to speak, pri¥ately and ten- 
derly, to their particular fr iends and ac- 
quaintance, on the subject of religion. — 
And what they said was, in almost every 
instance, not only well received, but 
those with whom they conversed, becam: 
immediately and earnestly engaged i 
those exercises, which, it is hoped, en 
issued in genuine piety. A public pro- 
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fession of religion, made by two of the 
students who had been a good while 
thoughtful, had, also, at this time, much 
influence, apparently, boti in producing 
and deepeuing impressions in many 
others. 


The special means made uge of to pro- 
mote and cherish this revival, besides 
the circumstances already mentioned, 
were the foliow.ug :—A short address on 
the subject of religion was made, after 
prayers, on every Saturday evening. In 
preaching on the Lord’s day morning, 
suvjects were selected suited to the ex- 
isting state of the cellege—in this parti- 
cular we are deeply indebted to the The- 
ological professors, who have generally 
conducted the morning service. A par- 
ticular reference was often made to the 
religious attention which had been exci- 
ted among the students, in the remarks 
which accompanied their Bible recitati- 
ons. A weekly lecture, intended for 
the students exclusively, was given by 
myself, on every Thursday evening. A 
social prayer meeting was held on every 
Friday evening, at which one of the ‘The- 
ological professors commonly made an 
address. A family prayer meeting (as 
the students called it,) was, every even- 
ing, held among themselves, at which a 
large proportioa of the whole college at- 
tended. Sinaller and more select asso- 
ciations for prayer were also formed.— 
The individuals whose minds were anxi- 
ous and labouring, were, as often as they 
requested it, carefully conversed and 

rayed with, in private—in this service 
to tou acknowledge the assistance re- 
ceived from the professors of the Semi- 
nary, from their pupils, and fram the 
pious students of the college. Finally, 
writings of approved character, on dac- 
trina] and practical religion, were point- 
ed out and recommended to the perusal 
of the students ; and a short system* of 
questions and counsel, which [ herewith 
submit, was drawn up by myself, for the 
use of those who began to cherish the 
hope that they had entered on a life of 
practical piety. 

Having thus mentioned the chief in- 
strumental causes of this revival, and the 
means used to cherish it, to guard it, and 


ss 


* See the Appendix, 
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to direct it, Tahall eonclade my report 
on this subject with a few short remarks, 
oflered with a view to give a correct ap- 
prehension of its nature and character. 

1. it has been, so far as Iam able to 
judge, remarkably free from extrava- 
gance and enthusiasm. I know of no- 
thing, in regard to this revival, that J 
think would be called estvavagant or en- 
thusiastic,y any ope who realiy believes 
in the great doctrines of the protestant 
reformation, Particular pains were early 
tuken to guard against the evil here con- 
templated ; and, by the divine blessing, 
they have been made so successful that 
I am not acquainted with a single inei- 
dent or occurrence, indicative of intem- 
perate feeling or conduct, that we are 
called to regret. 

2. ‘There has been no sectarian spit 
accompanying or mingling with this re- 
vival. ‘There are students in the col- 
leye belonging to four or tive different 
denominations of christians. At first, 
there appeared to be some apprehension 
in the minds of those who were not 
Presbyterians, lest they should be drawn 
into a union with this denomination, if 
they yielded to the sentiments and feel- 
ings which began to be prevalent. But 
J told them, in the first address that [ 
made to them on a Tuesday evening, that 
it was my fixed purpose to inculcate no 
doctrine or tenet that was not found in 
all the public orthodox creeds of protes- 
tant Christendeinn—that [ was indeed 
earnestly des'rous that they should all 
become real practical christians, but that 
I had no wish to make a single proselyte. 
This, J believe, removed every appre- 
hension—and the intimation then given 
has been sacredly regarded. Not a sin- 
gle thing has been said by myself, nor, t 
am persuaded, by the ‘Theological pro- 
fessors who have preached to them, that 
has had any intentional tendency toward 
proselytism. On the contrary, every 
thing has been general. The great ca- 
tholic doctrines of the gospel have been 
exclusively inculcated. It is believed 
that there is not an individual of the col- 
lege who would, if questioned, complain 
that he has, in any instance, felt himself 
pressed with epinions which interfered 
with his education.l creed. 

8. There has been no neglect of study. 
A report was circulated that study was 
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laid aside in the coliewe, to attend to re- 
ligion. Nothing couid be more tal-< 
Study has probably never been pursues ed 
with more dihe ence and success. Our 
puypals were informed that if, at any par 
ticular recitation, an tndividual should 
find that his mind had been so exert cised 
as not to permit him iv get his lesson, ~ 
should, on application to his teacher, 
especially excused 3 and this indulgence 
has been frequentiy asked and granted 
Hut not a single recitation ofa class has 
been omitted: and every individual les- 
sen or recitation, inetdentally omitted, 
has been strictly required to be made up 
for the quarterly and semmi-annual exa- 
minations. It was early and earnestly 
inculcated on the youth of the colleve, 
that not only did christian duty require 
=. regular an attention as possible to ali 
the lawful concerns of life. but that their 
minds would act more vigorously and 
more correctly on religious subjects, and 
in religious duties, if a suitable portion 
of their time should be diligently employ- 
ec he their proper staces. 

There have been ho compulsory ex- 
ercises. Every thing, beyond the stated 
religious instructions and duties of the 
college i in ordinary times, has been per- 
fectly voluntary ; unless the short ad- 
dress, on Saturday evening after pray- 
ers, may be citing’ asa slight excep- 
tine, No one has suftered either cen- 
sure or reproach, who chose to be absent 
from any religious exercise or engage- 
ment which had its origin in this revival. 

Such, gentlemen, is the statement 
which I have judged it proper to make to 
you, in regard to a work, which, in its 
salutary efficiency, has been all of God: 
and the whole praise of which is to be 
ascribed, most eapnignesy , to Him alone. 


APPENDIX. 
QUESTIONS AND COUNSEL, 


POR THE STUDENTS OF NASSAU HALL, 


Who hope that a Work of Saving Grace 
has been wrought upon their hearts. 
QUESTIONS. 

1. Have you seen yourself to be, by 
nature and by practice, a lost and help. 
less sinner? Havé you not only seen 
the sinfulness of particular acts of trans- 


gression. but also that your heart is the 
seat and fovntain of sin 2-—TPhatin yo. 

naturally, there is Ho good thing ‘ij tlas 
a view of this led vou to despair of help 
from yourself ? To sce that you must 
be altogether indebted to Christ. for 


salvation, and to the [apes ail of 


the Holy Spirit for stre eth and ¢ 
rightly to pe rformn ati duty ? 

2. On what has vour hone of accep 
tance with God been founded On 
your reformation 2 on your sorrow for 
your sins? on your pravers ? on your 
tears ? on your good works and religious 
observances r—or has it been on Christ 
alone, as your all in all? Has Christ 
ever appeared very precious to you? Do 
you mourn that he does rot appe ar oy em 
soP Have you sumetimes felt great 
freedom to commit your soul to him ?P— 

Tn doing this (if vou have done it) has it 
been. not only to be delivered from the 
punishment due te your sins, but also 
from the power, pol ‘lution. dotadeton and 
exis stence of sin in your soul P 

As far as you know vourself,do you 
x sand tart to be delivered from, ali 
stn—witlout any exception of a faver- 
ite lust? Do you pray much to be de- 
livered fromsin ’ Do you watch against 
it,and against temptation to it P Do you 
strive against it, and in some good de. 
gree get the victory over it? Have you 
SO repented of it as to have your soul 
really set against it ? 

4, “set you counted the cost of fol- 
lowing C} or of being truly reliet- 
ous? ‘Phat if will ut you off from vain 
amusements. from the indul: vence of your 
lusts, and Jrom a sinful coulormity to the 
world? "That it may expose you to ri- 
dicule and contempt P—po -sibly to more 
serious persecution ? In the view of all 
these things, are you willing to take up 
the cross, and to follow ¢ ‘hrist, whither- 
soever he shall lead you? Is it your so- 
lemn purpose, in reliance on his grace 
and aid, to cleave to him, and to his 
cause and people, to the end of life ? 

5. Do you love holmess ? Do you love 
a Holy God, and because he is holy r—- 
Do you ear nestly desire to be more and 
more conformed to God, and to his holy 
law? ‘To bear more and more the likes 
ness of your Redeemer? Do you seek, 
and sometimes find, communion with 
your God and Saviour ? 
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G8. Are youresois od.ii God's strength, 
fy endeavor conscientiously to periornm 
your whole dutt—to God, to your neigh- 
bour, and to you rsolf? Do you perform 
common and relative duties conscienti- 
ously, as part of the duty which you owe 
tu God : y 

. Do vou make conscience of secret 
prayer daily : 2 Jo you not sometimes 
feel a backwardness to this duty? De 
you at other times feel a great deligh it an 
1¢? Have you a set time. and place, and 
order of exercises, for periorming this 
duty 

8. Do you daily. read a portion of t! re 
Holy Scriptures, jn a devout manner 
Do you love to read the Bible P Slave 
ever perceive a sweetness in the truths 
of Holy Scripture? Do you find them 
adapted to your necessities, and see at 
times, a wonderful beauty, excellence 
and glory -in God's word? Po you 
make it the man of your counsel, and 
endeavor to have both your heart and 
life conformed to its doctrine and requi- 
sitions P 

9. Have you ever attempte ‘tl to cove- 
nant with God? To vive yourseif aw ay 
to him, solemnly and 1 irrevecabl v > hoping 
for acceptance through Christ alone ; 
and taking God, in Christ, as the cove- 
nant God, and satisfying portion, of your 
soul ? 

10. Does the glory of God ever appear 
to you the first, gre: itest and best. of all 
objects ? Do you desire to promote the 
glory of God, as the chief object of life ? 

11. De you teel a love to mankind— 
such as you did not feel before you be- 
came religious ? Have you a great de- 
sire that the souls of men should be sav- 
ed, by being brought to a genuine faith 
and trustin the Kedeemer? Do you 


love God’s people with a peculiar attach-. 


ment—becanse they bear their Saviour’s 
image ? and because they love and pur- 
sue the objects, and delight in the exer- 
cises, which are most pleasing and de- 
lightful to yourself? Do you, from your 
heart, forgive ali your personal enemies, 
and refuse to cherish or entertain any 
sentiments of hatred or revenge ? If you 
have injured any person, have you made 
reparation ; or are you ready and willing 
to make it ? 

12. Do you feel it to be very impor- 
tant to adorn religion, by a holy, exem- 
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plary, amiable and blameless walk and 
conversation ? Do you fear to bring a 
reproach on the cause of Christ? Does 
this appear to you extremely dreadful ? 
Are you afraid of backsliding. and of be- 
ing left to return toa state of careless- 
ness and indifference in religion 7 

13. Do you desire and endeavor to 
grow in grace, and in the know ledge of 
Christ your Saviour, more and more } 
Are you willing to sit at his feet as a lit- 
tle child, and to submit your reas@h and 
uaderstanding, implicitiy, to his teach- 
mgs imp sloring his S ap to guide you 
inte all necessary truth, to save you from 
all fatal errors, to enable you to receive 
the truth in love of it, and to transform 
you, more and more, into a likeness to 
himself ? 

COUNSEL, 

Remember that these questions are 
snteridled to point } your attention to sub- 
jects of inquiry the most imporiant. Do 
het. therefore, content yourself with a 

careless or cursory reading of them.— 
Read and deliberate, and examine your- 
self, closely, on the questions under each 
head: and let your heart be lifted up to 
fiod, while you are considering each 
particular question, in earnest desires 
that he may show you the very truth.— 
You cannot ordinarily go over all these 
questions at one time. Divide them, 
therefore, and take one part at one time, 
and another at another. But try to go 
over the whole in the course ofa week s 
and do this every week, for some months. 
When you find yourself doubtful or defi- 
cient, in any point, let it not discourage 


you: but note dowd that point in writ- 


ne, and bend the attention of your mind 
“ ‘it, and labour and pray till you shall 
have made the attainment which will en- 
able you to answer clearly. It is believ- 
ed that you cannot fail to see how each 
net ought to be answered. 

. Remeinber that secret prayer, read- 
ing ‘the word of God, watchfulness, and 
self examination, are the great means of 
preserving comfort in religion, and of 
growing in grace. In proportion as you 
are exact and faithful in these, such, usu- 
ally, will be your inward peace, and the 
safety of your state. Unite them all to- 
gether, and never cease to practice them 
while you live. Think often of the cha- 
racter of Enoch, and try to walk with 
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Go0d—Read Mason’s little book on self 
knowledge ; I recommend it as excellent. 
Besides the Bible. have constantly 
in readiug, at your leisure hours, soine 
author of know n piety and exce tience. 
Read Owen’s works, Baxter’s Sx uint’s 
Rest, Doddridge’ 3s works, Watts’ works, 
Witherspoon’s works, Newton’s works, 
Scott’s works, Venn’s Whole Duty of 
Man, The Christian Observer, &c. &c. 
4. Do not suppose that any evidence 
which, at pr resent, you may ‘think you 
osseas, of a gracious state, will release 
you from the necessity of maintaining a 
constant vigilance in time to come: nor 
from repeated examinations and trials of 
yourself even to the end of life. Many 
marks and evidences ef a gracious state 
are set down by pious writers. But they 
must all come to this—to ascertaiu what 
is your prevalent temper and character 
san oak h ether, on the whole, you are im- 
easing in sanctification, or not? If 
you are, you may be comforted : i" not, 
you have cause to be alarmed. It is on- 
ly he that endureth to the end, that shall 
be saved, 

5. [think it of very great importance 
to warn you not foi imagine that true re- 
ligion is confined to the closet or to the 
Church; even though you apprehend 
that you have great co: nfort and freedom 
there. Freedom and comfort there are, 
indeed, most desirable ; but true re Liaions 
reaches to every thing. It alters aud 
sweetens the temper. It improves the 
manners. It goes into every duty, re- 
lation, station and situation of life. If 
you have true religion, you will have a 
better spirit, you will be better sons, bet- 
ter scholars, better friends, better mem- 
bers of society, and more ‘exempl: ary iit 
the discharge of every duty ; as the sure 
consequence of this ‘invaluable possessi- 
on: <Andif your religion does not pro- 
duce these effects, although you may talk 
of inward comforts,and even of raptures, 
you have great reason to fear that the 
whele is a delusion, and that the root of 
the matter is not in you. Herein (said 
the Saviour) is my father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be my 
disciples.” 

6. Be careful to avoid a gloomy, and 
to cherish a cheerful temper. Be habit- 
nally cheerful ; but avoid levity. ree 


and laughter are not always sinful ; 


’ 
Ce vo 


let yonr indulgence ia them be eleariv 
innocent. not very frequent. aud never 
of long continuance. Le very humble. 
Be not taikative. Belore experienced 
christians bé a hearer, rather than a talke 
er. ‘Try. inevery way. however, tu pro- 
mote religion among your "4 latives and 
friends. Win them to it. by vour aimin- 
ble temper and exem [ dary deportment. 
* Flee youthful lusts.” Shun eve VV Xe 
citement of them. Gvard azainst dissi- 
pation 5 i¢ exting Uishies piety. Se not 
disconcerted by ridicule aud reproach. 
Your Saviour bore much of these for you. 
Think of this, and be ashamed of nothing, 
so much as of being as’ amed of him— 
tT rust iu hi Isp rotec tion. live to | 1S } raise, 
and you will spend au eternity in his 
blissful presence. 
——3 + oe — 
heful Visitation of Providence ! 

On last Sabbath evening a Fire broke 
out in Petersburg, and beisre it could be 
extinguished, consumed alniost the whole 
of the mercantile part of tie town. We 
vuoderstand that about ~ hundred hou- 
ses were destroved, wi ), the vreater part 
of the merchandize which was in them. 
Of course, the logs of property isimmense. 
Some calculate » it as high as THRE 
MILLIONS of dollars. Report at first in- 
duced the belief that a cons — rable num- 
ber of persous pe rished by 
ofa quant ity of gun- pow i in one of the 
stores : ; but upon the most ciligent en- 
quiry, we can hear of only one lile being 
lost. All accounts represent the scene 
to be dreadful Leyond description 
The cries of men, women aud children; 
the ruuning to and fro of multitudes at 
their very wits end: the crash of falling 
buildings : and the raging of the devour- 
ing element, “as tho’ the last fire were 
burning all things here below,” combine 


to render a town in flames,a sight of 


horror. But we cannot adequately even 
conceive of what our neighbors have suf 
fered on this occasion. In a moment, 
the tradesman has lost the well earned 
fruits of patient industry : the affluence 
acquired by the successtul enterprize of 
the merchant, has been turned into want. 
The pleasing prospects, and cheerful 
hopes of the husband and parent have 
vanished, like a vapour ; and the barren 
and desolate waste of poverty is presen- 
ted to his view: perhaps too, the widow 
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y tion ! 
No event which has happened i in this 
eountry within the memory of man, fur- 
nishes a more striking Sonoma on the 
declaration of scripture, “ that riches 
eke to themse ly es Whe send fly away.” 

Surely itis the intention of providence 
“* feach us to secure a part in that inhe- 
rifance © which is incorrup tide, unde- 
filed, and never fadeth away ;” te choose 
“ that good portion which cannot be ta- 


the 


ken from us.” So changeable is the state 
of man3 so uncertain the tenure by 
which we hoid all earthly good; so nu- 


rnerous, and su various are the dancers 
which we are exposed, that it is no 
less our interest than our duty to * set 
our affection on things above.’ 


tT 


We cannot but hope that some, at 
least, of those who have suffered so se- 
verely by the dispensation of Providence 
which we now record, have not. and 
‘s no ‘that they have not, been deprived of 

ip ull « no. nowof the bette r pari of their 
lreasures. ‘Thishath be en laid tp where 
oth and rust donot corrupt; nor thieves 
break im and steal,? and where no lire s 
alarm or destroy. May they, in this 
hour of trial enjoy the consolation and 
support which the hopes of the gospel 
alone afford! And may this awful event 
be sanctified to all who have suffered by 
it! 

These sufferers will share the sympa- 
thy of every one who hears of their los- 
ses. But mere sy mpathy is not all that 
we owe to our houseless and destitute 
fellow-men. It becomes us to display an 
active and commmnicative benevolence : 
and, if we have comfortable places of 
abode, and daily food, and raiment con- 
venient for us, to manifest our gratitude 
to the Giver of all good, by imparting to 
his afflicted creatures. 


The scripture requires us to labour 
“with our hands that we may have to 
give to him that needeth.” And what 
can be more grateful to an ingenuous and 
benevolent mind, than by the produce of 
honest industry to give bread to the hun- 

ry, and clothing t to the naked; to af- 
ee shelter to him who “ hath net where 
to lay his head ;” and to save an honest 
man from the ruin of his affairs, and his 
chikiren from beggary? Citizens of 





has lost her mite. end the orphan his it- 


formance 








Richmond ! people of Virginia ! be good 
Samaritans to your neighbors of Pe. 
tersburg ! 

From Poulson’s Daily Advertiser 


Fourth of July, 1815. 


For what purpose is this day particularly 
noticed and set apart by Americans * 

Answer—To bring to remembrance our de. 
liverance from an oppressive yoke, and our ex- 
istenceas a free and ae pendent nation, 

Question—But to whom are We principally 
indebted for this great blessing ? And to whom 
should we ascribe the glory and praise ? 

eInswer—T'o HIME whose Kinedom ritleth 
over all; whois ality in Counsel, and excel- 
lent in working—to HIM who spears and it is 
dove ; who commands, and it stands fast—te 
HIM without whose perinission a sparrow can- 
not full to the ground, and before whom the hairs 
of our heads ave all numbered—to HLM who 
sees the end fromthe beyinnine, and who raises 
up instruments suitably qualified . ihe per- 
d who raised up, 
qualified, preserved, supported, and conducted 
ta victory and independence, @ WASHINGYON, 
whom we justly denominate the Father and 
Friend of his Country. 

Then while we acknowledge the gift and ° 
honor the instrument, let us give to GOD the 
GLORY. 

Accept then, thou great and good, thou just 
and wise—Thou who only docst wonderous 
thines—Thou who didst say to America BE 
FRED, and it was so-——-Accept the praise of 
solitary individual this day for Mevreics ‘cqunt- 
less as the sand )’— 


for 


of Ais purposes y ai 


For Civil Liberty, 
For Religious Privileges, 
For a Government of Laws, ’ 
For a Land of Bibles, 
of 
Gospel Light 
and of 
Gospel Ordinar Ces, 
For a land of Sabbath Seasons, 
and 
Sanctuary Privileges, 

For a Jand where the True God is known 
and worshipped, and where infidelity is scarce - 
ly advocated ; and finally, for a land where 
brethren (in the main) dwell together in Unity 


“ O how shall words with equal warmth, 
The gratitude declare ; 
That fain Pd feel within my beart— 


But thou cans’t read jt there.” Ww. 
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